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Remarks on the present edition 

The present edition of Jan Pieterszoon Sweelinck‘s Ricercar del Nono tono is an attempt to transfer 

the piece from the original German organ tablature notation into an open keyboard score which was 

also used during this period. 

The source of the present edition is the so-called Turin Organ Tablature1 which was created in 

Augsburg between 1637 and 1640.2 The original title of the piece is: 

Ricercar del Nono tono J[an] P[ieterszoon] S[weelinck]. 

The Ricercar was probably copied from the Padua manuscript.3 

The custodes mark the following pitch in the subsequent system. An accidental applies only to the 

tone or tones that immediately follow it. Sometimes a natural sign is used as a reminder that the 

previous alteration no longer applies. The alteration signs above tones are added by the editor.  

A dotted slur is used to mark a missing tie in the source. The timesignature in the Tor is   . 

Nevertheless, it was changed to the more suitable   ,  which is used in the Padua manuscript.4 

Further corrections have been made in the present edition: 

Bar Voice Note Comment 

97 B 1 This note is missing in the source 

185 A 1 The note is given in the source without any indication of its length 

260 B 6 The note is indicated in the source as d 

261 T 2 In the source, a quaver note appears, followed by a quaver rest 

274 T 1-3 The slur and the first three notes are missing in the source 
 

 

 

 

Cremona, 05.07.2021                                                                                                                       Maris Bietags 

 

 

 

 

 
1 Biblioteca Nazionale Torino, Collezione Giordano, TorG 7, Mss 7, fol. 139v- 146r. 
2 Dirksen, Pieter, Art. „Turiner Tabulaturen“ in Die Musik in Geschichte und Gegenwart, hrsg. von Laurenz 
Lütteken, Kassel, u.a., 2016 ff., first published 1998, published online 2016, retrieved on 05.07.2021. 
3 Padova, Biblioteca Universitaria, Ms. 1982, Pa, fasc. I, fol. 128v- 134r., quoted in: Sweelinck, Jan Pieterszoon, 
Opera Omnia […] Vol. I, ed. Gustav Leonhardt, Alfons Annegarn, Frits Noske, Amsterdam 1974, p. xxiv. 
4 Sweelinck, Jan Pieterszoon, Opera Omnia […] Vol. I, ed. Gustav Leonhardt, Alfons Annegarn, Frits Noske, 
Amsterdam 1974, p. xxv. 
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